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I, Dr. Eurt Erause, m.d., born on 7.8,1910, residing in Tuebingen, Fuerst-

strasse 3, glve the following

'L'ri‘bunal 1n Nuernberg- and that the v-iolat:lon of any obligatior to tell the truth

is aubdect to heavy penalties.

At

- Tyrol. sane time be!ora\these pri soners of .war had broken out of Lauffen iy

:q\,»sinoe the Gestapo could no longer be relied on. -

~

' mehrer and whnt he kmew to be Gieaeler'a iutontions. he had decided to save‘

e to Switzerla.nd by night ‘by illegally breaking through the uerman bor:}.er

o‘oergruppen.fueh.rer and General of the Waffen-SS Gottlob Berger. On the -
evening of 2 )(ay 1945 1 va.s conﬁdentia.lly informed by Berger that a numbar

prom:l.nent priooner.\g of war, who belonged to the English high nobility or
W \ ‘

prisooar of4 var camp. but had ‘been recaptu.red. Berger sald that a few days
before he had learned. from the Eeich Defense Commias* oner of Upper Bava.ria,

AY
vhose name was Gieaeler. that Hitler had repeatod his aro.er %o shoot these

'a‘g_'\‘ - 3

-x‘{

S
in; uﬁnioh he would. first execute this order of: Hitler's ‘and - have ‘the prisoners
of war shot. Gieseler further 1nfomea. Berger that he had set up. two’

Sonderkomma.ndoo whicb were to carry out the’ shooting of the prisoners,

vho carried out the execution, would repreeant a blot on the mildtsry honor
of tha .SS for all timea, sinca he - Berger - uas Ghief oi‘ the Pris\&no\rs of

war Organization. Consequently, in contradiction to the express ordar\of the . -

the lives of these prominent prisoners.’

“to save these prisoners from the hands of the Sonderkommand.o and. ta.ke them*

def’ense line. Berger "also told me at the tilne that he \ha.d tuen the list

of names of these prisoners avay from C—ieseler'a desk at a favorubla 2oment

without Gleseler noticing it.
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. .1.) In Jamary 19«;5 I was detailed as staff physiclan to the staff of the then

:the U,S, and éolish'}r‘n{ios. vere in Pongan prisoner of war camp' An the

Gioseler remarked to

. \
Berger that even if he was to be killed. on*\the steps of the l‘eld.herrenhalle

\

N,

Ber or asked. me whether I vas willing,

,a.fter being 1nformed. that this affidavit is intended for submission to the Milita.ry
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5.) Berger called my attention to the great dangers which the discovery of the
execution of the project would cgnstimte for my life and his. I must clearly
understand that gven if Béréer could not force me ‘to do it nevertheless I
would begr. the .full reeponsibility for the success of the projeet ifI
‘accepted the mission. I ;nmediately. perceived that the lives of the prisoners
could stili be' saved only ﬁ_y evift actpn such &8s Berger jntended. In agree—
ment with Berger's views I eccepted the order in the full convicfien that my
action vas right. Berger handed me the proper passes and authorizations for ©
the border defense authori:ties, by virtue of which I could cross the German
berder with the prisoners without hindrance. I drove to Pongau in the Tyrol
by car ;n the same evening. °The nrisoners vere lodged there in a- building l
which by ‘special orders of Berger all persons vere forbidden to enter vithout
:Berger's special approval. This measure had been ordered by Berger in order

“ ) .to_);;ep out any of .the police komoandos san;: by Gieseler. I arrived a.f :
roa _ Pongau at night and therefore could not. talke ‘any fu':rl;har action until day-
- break, After I .bad -entered the 'buiidin‘g by :vir'tue of the special permisaioi
‘ o .vbich:'. had ‘bepn given me I ascertained from & talk with the local ofjiicer im
: cMrée thate.&he priﬁonere il:clufle&, among others: -the son. of the British
ﬁem marshal, Lord Alexander, 'lst Lieutenant Michael .uexander'; & nephev
of the Queen of :Bnglaml 1st Lieutenant George Henry Jascelles;- Britiah 1t
e Lieutonant Pelix Malcolm d.e Remel; the British captain John Alexand.er mphin—
..‘..gtgn‘.e. and the Amarican 1lst Lieufenant John ¢. Winant, son of Qhe A'meriga.n.
%0 a':mbés'ead;r in Lo‘nd;n et that time; in a&ditien, 6 Polish genereia.»hcluiing
the t;.vo &ivieionai generale Tadgu;e K.oinorownki .(Bor) and Tadeuz; Koasakowskd,
, 2e well ag a. nnmber of cther Polish officers with thetr orderlies. '
At nightfall we left the camp and first went to Berger'e q_uarters. Berger’
" himself had arrived in Ifo_ngeu around noon oI thia ‘day accompanied by the - '
a : repreqentativ,e t;f séi'tzerland as the power entrusted with the proteetionvof' '
" ’ ' A}lfed prigonere of"“u'ar. cohcil}or of Le’gation Dr. Bﬁchmueller. since he was |
a a.nxi:)u.s aﬁout\‘the fate'.e; the offiee’r's; ‘Berger greeted the officers, . .
L Co- eepecially the*r spokesman Captain Elphinstone. and in:formed him of the
‘ ? . i propoeed evacuation to Svitzarland. Then Be'ger offsred. the Allied officers
Y Lo a farewell anack as well as fareuell drink and converaed. \dth the officera in
a cord.ial mé:nner. Aa a e_,'mbol of their freedom Berger then handed Elphinst.one
as spokasman for the officers a pistol inlald w:Lt',h ivory and also gave out
_ pistols ‘and emmun_iﬁon to the other officers. ’ 'f
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4.) On the basis ‘of these actual occurrences uhich I personally experienced I

_The preceding signature, executed before me, of Dr. Kurt uax Krause. m.d.. born on

A Euerststrasse. 3, who bag satisfactorily established his identity by sbowing his

““Yot. nec. No. 203, A.V.T/48 No. 35 R S,

: - R §
N Nuernberg. 30 Merch 1948 LR o ‘fﬂ"‘f G
. Dr. George Froeschmann A 3

COoOPY
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Following this I set ont in the darl:ness with ny column consisting of severa].
cars with the prisonmers in the d.irection of Innsbruck, After several unin-
portant incidents, I gucceeded in nierc*ng the German front ea.rly on the
next day, 4.5.1945 at "5 45, Then I learned that the U.S. Army was, alreaa.y
advancing against us and was ‘on the point of launch.ing a tank attack. I
drove np to the American armored forces. had nyself conducted to” tneir
commander and a.fter annauncing the pm:pose of my mission was able to set

out on the trip to a -divislonal sieff of the U.S. 7th Army in Innobmcl:.
There an agreement uas reached. in the presence of Dr. :Buchmeller by which
the Allied oiﬁcers were not to be taken to slitzerland any more but were

to ramain in the occupied American zone.' In recognition of my help in saving
these prominent officers I myself was not made a prisoner of war but was

seat to’ Stuttgarts by car and from there allowed to go home.

_oan state that the a‘bove—-‘named prominent priaonors of war have General
Berger alone to thank. uith' his resoluticn and personal courage, that they
esca.ped. with their livea from this critical situation. in which they were

placed. 'by Hitler's ordor and Gieseler'a plana.
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" Tuebingen, 25 Maréh 1948 : ;1gned: Dr. Kurt Krauge

s £S5

K .
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7.6.1210 in da.hnsdorf near Dreeden, assistank physician, residing in Tuebingen,

i_.d.e:ntity ‘card with photoéraph issued by Police Hesdquarters in Tuebingen on

14.5,1945 under the number of A 23 287, is hereby certified by me.

Tuobingen; 25 March 1948 : District and Public Notary .
; L r slgned signature .
" - o Stamp of the District Notary's Office
B 9 . in 'l‘uebingen/}l'ock:ar i

}!usineaa value accord., par. 24,

. T _ _
B 1000.- - ‘ . - s
Fee sccord. par. 39 ED K 2./ . : -
(St.A. + 1.-BN)
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I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original now before mg}‘ .L

gy rv

N Attorney at law
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